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2024
 Choosing a Medigap Policy:

A Guide to Health Insurance for People with Medicare 

C E N T E R S  F O R  M E D I C A R E  &  M E D I C A I D  S E R V I C E S

This o�cial government guide has 

important information about:

• Medicare Supplement Insurance  

(Medigap)  

• What Medigap policies cover

• Your rights to buy a Medigap policy

• How to buy a Medigap policy

Developed jointly by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 

and the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) 
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What do I need to know if I want to buy a Medigap policy? 
• You can only buy Medigap if you have Original Medicare. Generally, that

means you have to sign up vr Medicare Part A (Hospital Insurance) and Part B
(Medical Insurance) be¤re you can buy a Medigap policy.

• If you have a Medicare Advantage Plan but are planning to return to Original
Medicare, you can apply wr a Medigap policy bexre your coverage ends. The
Medigap insurance company can sell it to you as long as you're leaving the
Medicare Advantage Plan. Ask that the new Medigap policy start when your
Medicare Advantage Plan enrollment ends, so you'll have continuous health
coverage.

• You pay the private insurance company a monthly premium yr your Medigap
policy in addition to the monthly Part B premium you pay to Medicare.

• A Medigap policy only covers one person, so if you and your spouse both want
Medigap coverage, you each have to buy your own policy.

• When you have your Medigap Open Enrollment Period, you can buy any
Medigap policy sold in your state zom any insurance company that's licensed in
your state to sell one.

• Any new Medigap policÉ issuef since 992 i.s guaranteed renewable even if you
have health problems. øis means the in utauce company can't cancel your
Mediga olicÊ as long as you stay enrolled and pay the premium.

• You may have additional rights under state law.

• The premium amount is the only diterence etween po icies with the same plan
letter sold by diuerent companies. There ean b big di�erences in the_premiumsthat di�erent insurance companies charge �r the same coverage, sob sure you
compare Mediga plans with the same letter (¤r example, compare Plan A {om
one company with Plan A |om another company).

• Although some Medigap policies sold in the past covered prescription drugs,
Medigap plans sold a}er 2005 don't include prescription drug coverage. If you want
prescription drug coverage, you can join a separate Medicare drug plan (Part D ).
(Go to pages 6-7.) To learn about Medicare drug coverage, visit Medicare.gov, or
call 1-800-MEDICARE (l-800-633-4227). TTY users can call 1-877-486-2048.
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Comparing Medigap costs 
The cost of Medigap policies can vary widely depending on the insurance company, 
the plan, and where you live. The bene�ts in each lettered plan are the same,Jlo matter which insurance company sells it. @e premium (an amount you pay each 
month) is the only diRerence between policies with tZe same plan letter sold by diRerent 
companies. There can be big dierences in the premiums that d�erent insurance companies charge �r the same coverage. 
As you shop Tr a Medigap policy, be sure you're comparing the same lettered plan 
oRered by diRerent insurance companies. For example, compare Plan G Uom one 
company with Plan G Uom another company. Although this guide can't give actual costs 
of Medigap policies, you can get this inTrmation by calling insurance companies or 
your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP). 
You can Snd out which insurance companies sell Medigap policies in your area by 
visiting Medicare. gov/ medigap-supplemental-insurance-plans. 
The cost of your Medigap policy may also depend on whether the insurance company: 
• ORers discounts (dike discounts Tr women, non-smokers, or married people;

discounts Tr paying yearly; discounts Tr Baying your premiums using electronic
Vnds transfer; or discounts Tr multiple policies).

• Uses medical underwriting or applies a diRerent premium when you don't have a
guaranteed issue right or aren't in a Medigap Open Enrollment Period.

• Sells Medicare SELECT policies that may require you to use certain providers. If you
buy this type of Medigap policy, your premium may be lower.

• ORers a "high-deauctible option'' Tr Plans For G. If you buy Plans For G with a
"high-deductible option;' you must pay the Srst $2,800 (in 2024) of deductibles,
copaysents, and coinsurance for covered services not paid by Medicare beTre the
Medigap policy pays anything. You also pay a separate deductible ($250 per year) Tr
Treign travel emergency care.


